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	Course 524 is a Theology Course.  We will be thinking theologically about the pastoral ministry but learning how to see and feel theologically as well. Let’s be honest.  Church stuff that had worked for centuries no longer feels the same; nothing exactly fits anymore.   This is the Covid effect.   We will be exploring how theology inspires new church traditions.   We will also explore ways of renewing your spirit as you do ministry.

Class goals

	The class will review critical theologies, including Wesley’s ideas on salvation, the Trinity, Biblical authority, and the Holy Spirit.

	Discover ways to use imagination and media to be channels for the Holy Spirit.

	Practical ministry tips, as well as core theological concepts to empower your ministry.

Class requirements

Basic requirements

	Submit a one-page essay describing your call and how your call has shaped you.  This is due before the first day of class.
	Attendance at all class sessions is required.  

Movie requirements 

	Watch the movie  “Places in the Heart”.  Write a one-or-two-page essay about theological insights, concerns or questions from the movie. Please watch the movie and submit your essay before class begins.

	Choose one additional movie to watch.  (Some possible movie choices have been provided.) Write a one-or- two-page essay on the second movie.  The second essay is due before the end of class.

Suggested Theological Movies

	An Unfinished Life
	Frisco Kid
	Searching for Bobby Fisher
	Godspell  (movie or play)
	Les Misérables (play or movie)


Required reading

	You will need to buy the following books:  William Willimon,  “Pastor: the Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry” and Adam Hamilton, “Creed”. Both books are available from Amazon.

	Write a four-page paper on what pastoral roles excite you the most, what theological issues you struggle with the most, and how theology reshapes your pastoral role. This paper is due by the end of the last class. 













 


