

Syllabus
COS 522, “Theology in the Contemporary Church”
Instructor: John M. Sweeney, Ph.D.
August 4 – 27, 2026
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Course Description: This course covers significant individuals, movements, events, and theological developments from the nineteenth century to the present. Students will read selected primary sources. Students will be able to: 1. Understand the origins and theological tenets of liberalism from the early 19th century to the present, including its influence on ecumenism and process theology. 2. Understand and distinguish reactions to liberalism, including Fundamentalism, Neo Orthodoxy, and Evangelicalism. 3. Understand the historical development and theology of the Holiness Movement, Pentecostalism, and the Charismatic Movement. 4. Understand the origins and tenets of Liberation and Contextual theologies.

Readings:
Inbody, Tyron. The Faith of the Christian Church: An Introduction to Theology.
ISBN: 0-8028-4151-1
Baker-Fletcher, Karen. Sisters of Dust, Sisters of Spirit: Womanist Wordings on
God and Creation. ISBN: 0-8006-3077-7
Park, Andrew Sung. From Hurt to Healing: A Theology of the Wounded. 
ISBN: 0-687-03881-2
Suchocki, Marjorie Hewitt. “What Is Process Theology?” (booklet)
Tickle, Phyllis. The Great Emergence: How Christianity Is Changing and Why.
	Part 3, Chapters 6 & 7. ISBN: 978-0801013133.

Schedule: (Changes in the following schedule will be announced in class)
August 4: Introductory matters; Inbody, The Faith of the Christian Church,
Chapters 1-3; written homework due.
August 6: Inbody, The Faith of the Christian Church, Chapters 4-6; 
written homework due.
August 11: Inbody, The Faith of the Christian Church, Chapters 7-9; 
written homework due.
August 13: Inbody, The Faith of the Christian Church, Chapters 10-12;
written homework due.
August 18: Park, From Hurt to Healing: A Theology of the Wounded, Introduction-Chapter 4;
written homework due.
August 20: Park, From Hurt to Healing: Chapters 5-8.
written homework due.
August 25: Baker-Fletcher, Sisters of Dust, Sisters of Spirit; written homework due.
August 27: Suchocki, “What Is Process Theology?”; Tickle, The Great Emergence, Part 3:
written homework due;
Pre-Assignment(s):
For each of the eight (8) reading assignments listed above, please write an ‘interaction’ paper; that is, for each of the reading assignments interact with some aspect, or a few aspects, of the reading assignment that you found inspiring, aggravating, intriguing, confusing, helpful, etc. Both the specific due date and reading assignment are indicated above. Any of the assignments can be submitted prior to the beginning of the class at courseofstudy522@gmail.com. Each written homework assignment is worth up to 30 points, is due at the beginning of the designated class period, is to be typed, using WORD, and is to be 500-750 words (2-3 pages) in length. Spelling and grammar are important and will be included in the grading of each assignment. Please, no plagiarism. If using AI, please be sure to include reference information.

Contact Information:
For inquiries and the submission of assignments, please use the following e-mail:
courseofstudy522@gmail,com.

Course Requirements:
1. Attendance (on screen) and participation in class discussion.
2. Reading the assigned selections for each class session.
3. A brief (2-3 page) interaction paper for each reading assignment, due by the beginning of the
appropriate class session; these interaction papers can be submitted before the course begins.

Grading:
In this course 500+ points will be available. Probable distribution of available points:
1. Attendance and participation: 	200 pts.
2. Interaction papers: 			240 pts.
3. Extra credit: 				  60 pts.
500 pts.

A: 390+ pts.
B: 350-389 pts.
C: 310-349 pts.
D: 260-309 pts.
F: 0-259 pts.

1. Daily participation includes participation in both class discussions and breakout groups. 
At least 25 points are possible for each class meetings.
2. Interaction Papers: Please see Pre-assignment section above.

3. Extra credit opportunities may be available. Additional readings/resources may be referenced in class and an interaction paper on one, or more, of these items may be submitted. Each essay must be typed, using WORD, and be 500-1500 words. Up to 60 pts. possible for all extra credit,
